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Ay! says her youngest sister, you had a good government of yourself to refrain unbosoming to some of us; especially considering my sister here (meaning her eldest sister) had been so serious with you upon that very head before you were married.
Dear sister, says the widow, to what purpose is it for any woman, when she is married, to complain of her disappointments, which she knows she cannot mend ?
Yo. Sist That's true, my dear, but who is there that can deny themselves that ease to their grief?
Wid. Alas! complaining is but a poor ease to such sorrows ; 'tis like sighing, which relieves the heart one moment, and doubly loads it the next.
Yo. Sist. Well, sister, seeing you had so entire a mastery over yourself in that part, and you brought the dominion of your reason over your passions, to so perfect an exercise, which is what I confess I must admire you for; I say, seeing you mastered yourself so well that way, I am obliged to think you mastered yourself as well within doors ; and with good conduct, perhaps, you made it no inconvenience to you. I wish you would let us hear how you managed, that we may see, perhaps, difference of opinion may be so managed as to make no breaches in a family, and it might be as well as if it had been otherwise.
Wid. No, no, sister, don't fancy so. Our dear mother was wiser than so, and you were all wiser than I, to lay so much stress upon it as you did; I am a convert now to my mother's instructions, though it be too late to help it.
Yo. Sist. Why Mr.------ and you lived mighty
easy.    You were always mighty well with one another I thought.
Wid. It was impossible to be ill with him, he